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from a sharp word that may have been said to them;
for they are extremely Sensitive. I ask them
whether they truly wish to be good Christians, and
whether they do not believe that Jesus Christ com-
mands them to forget that Wrong. I order them,
for the sake of putting themselves above those
morose thoughts, to say cheerfully with their lips

to Jesus Christ: ‘‘I love you, my Jesus, and I
would not offend you by becoming angry with that
person.”” “‘ But this Insult which has been said to

me constantly comes back to My Mind,’’ many come
to tell me. I persuade them as best I can, through
little Comparisons adapted to their usages, that this
thought, if disavowed, very far from causing them
to offend God, makes them very deserving. You
know well enough by the experience which you
have had here, that the savages, when agitated by
thoughts of that kind, give us as much trouble as do
the scrupulous in france. A thought which still
gives much distress to our savages, who give them-
selves with great fervor to doing good, is to doubt
whether Jesus Christ will indeed accept the services
of persons as wicked as they acknowledge themselves
to have been. I must use all sorts of skill to give
them courage in such dejected states. Many also,
seeing that they always relapse into the same slight
faults of which they usually make Confession, are
much Disturbed thereby, and often come to ask me
whether their master Jesus will indeed pardon them
notwithstanding their repeated failures to keep The
promise that they give him to offend him no more.
What obliges me this Year to write to you these
various ideas with which our savages, even the most
fervent, are disturbed, is that I have been informed



